
MICHAEL CLAYTON, NFL SUPER BOWL CHAMPION AND CIVIC LEADER 

 
 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana native, Michael Clayton, has reached the pinnacle of success as an 

outstanding athlete. Immediately following a very successful collegiate career, winning the first 

BCS National Championship for the LSU Tigers in 2003. Michael would forgo his senior year and 

was drafted in the first round to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers as the 15th pick in 2004. He would go 

on to play for the New York Giants for two seasons, where he won the NFL Super Bowl 

Championship XLVI in 2012.  Along Michael’s amazing journey he has been honored with such 

distinguished titles and accolades as, 1 of the 25 Greatest Players in LSU Tiger history, and a top 

ten best Rookie performance, in NFL history, posting 80 catches, 1193 yards and 7 touchdowns. 

After 8 seasons Michael retired from professional sports.  

 

It was during the height of Michael’s success that he would face a formidable opponent, the suicide 

of his best friend, injuries and the pressures of grieving in the national spotlight.  It was then that 

Michael discovered his true mission, using the fundamentals of sports to build character and 

prepare young children for successful adult life.  In addition to hosting character-building sessions 

with children, Michael regularly speaks at schools, charitable organizations and events. He is an 

amazing motivational speaker for Generation Next, a nonprofit organization he founded in 2006. 

He has written  a self-help book, Chasing My Rookie Year, available on Amazon.  

 

Life after football  

o CBS Tampa, Channel 10, sports anchor/reporter (2015-2018) 

o WDAE 620 pre and post game Bucs coverage (2015 – present) 

o Housing provider for at-risk children and young adults transitioning out of foster care 

(2015- present) 

o Life-lessons Trainer/Mentor (2015 – present) 

o President/CEO, Generation Next, nonprofit organization (2006- present) 

 

Michael is a devoted husband to Dr. Gwendolyn Clayton, a PCP at the USF Health; together they 

have five children: four daughters, Madison (17), Michaela (13), Mayliyah Rae (2), and Meghan 

Monroe (9 mos.), and one son, Michael II (11).  Michael is a man of Faith on a journey to fulfill 

his mission to live the purposeful life God intended, using his platform to transform young lives 

and spread the Good News that no matter how you start in life, you matter, keeping his priorities 

in the right order, Faith, Family, Friends and Foes and a motto to "Do good, and don't worry about" 

is evident in his commitment and passion to change the trajectory of children’s lives.   

 
 


